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Solar Hog Power Supply
For DataHog and MiniMet Loggers

 

The Solar Hog provides an uninterrupted, solar power backed supply to the DataHog2 / MiniMet2.
It incorporates a high grade polycrystalline solar cell array, which is capable of powering a DataHog2 / MiniMet2 
continuously in almost all parts of the globe, except areas towards the poles in winter.

The unit gives an output of 12 volts and plugs into the DataHog2 / MiniMet2 via its RS232 socket. The Solar Hog has a 
duplicate RS232 socket which is used for configuring / offloading the DataHog2 / MiniMet2 when the Solar Hog is 
connected.

The Solar Hog works by charging the batteries that are built into itself, when the sun shines and then using the power 
stored to supply the DataHog2 / MiniMet2 in the dark or on dull days. It will charge its batteries when the solar energy 
level is approximately 80 watts/m2 or above.

The internal rechargeable batteries of the Solar Hog will run a DataHog2 / MiniMet2 in total darkness for typically 7 

weeks (5 weeks at –20°C) with most types of DataHog2 / MiniMet2 and logging times. Solar Hogs are always supplied 
by Skye fully charged.

As long as alkaline batteries are fitted inside the DataHog2 / MiniMet2, operation of the DataHog2 / MiniMet2 will 
continue if the power supply unit is disconnected. These batteries will be automatically switched off and not used when 
the power unit is reconnected. This gives a very useful uninterruptable operation with the batteries.

NOTE – if the Solar Hog is not going to be used for a period of  1 month or more, it should be stored in direct sunlight, 
such as on a window sill, so that it can continue to charge its internal batteries. If it is stored in darkness, even if not 
connected to a logger, the internal batteries will slowly discharge. If the batteries remain in a discharged state for long 

periods they will loose their ability to regain the charge and will require replacement.

Technical Data

Output 12 volts nominal

Capacity typically 1 Ah from full charge if left in darkness. 
This is suitable for most latitudes, but if a lot of sensors are being used or there is low 
solar radiation then we offer Solar Hog2, which has double the charge rate and double 
the storage capacity.

Solar Panel 1 Watt, dimensions 140 x 162 mm fitted with in line terminals for easy replacement.
Battery Housing Includes charging circuit. Dimensions 120 x 122 x 55 mm

Batteries 3 Cyclon rechargeable sealed lead acid D cells. 2V, 2.5 Ah. Battery lifetime (in 
continuous use) around 3-4 years. Batteries are replaceable, but are strapped and                 
soldered in place

N.B. Power supply units ‘Battery Hog’, ‘Solar Hog’ and ‘Mains Hog’ should not be connected together or to a 
DataHog2 / MiniMet2 together at the same time. This will result in charging of the cells in the ‘Battery Hog’ and may 
cause leakage or explosion of the cells.


